
Subject Choice for 

Leaving Certificate



Introduction

 The Leaving Certificate (Established) is a two-year 

programme that aims to provide students with a broad, 

balanced education while also offering some 

specialisation towards a particular career option.

 7 subjects taken



 Entry to college courses is points based

 A students best 6 subjects are used to calculate 

their LC points



NOTE: There are 25 
bonus points for 
students who 
achieve greater 
than 40% in Higher 
Maths

Higher Grade Points Ordinary Grade Points

H1 90-100% 100 O1 90-100% 56

H2 80<90% 88 O2 80<90% 46

H3 70<80% 77 O3 70<80% 37

H4 60<70% 66 O4 60<70% 28

H5 50<60% 56 O5 50<60% 20

H6 40<50% 46 O6 40<50% 12

H7 30<40% 37 O7 30<40% 0

H8 0<30% 0 O8 0<30% 0

New Points System for Leaving Certificate 2017 
onwards



The subject choices you make have the 

ability to either severely limit or 

expand your options when it comes to 

college



Things to consider

➢ Matriculation requirements

➢ Specific Course Requirements

➢ Leaving Certificate Points 



Matriculation Requirements



NUI Requirements
(University College Cork, University College Dublin, NUI Galway & Maynooth University)

 Irish 

 English 

 Maths*

 A Third Language* 



Non NUI Requirements

 English 

 Maths 

 Irish / Third Language



Subject Choices

Core subjects (all students must take)

English

Irish

Maths

3rd Language 



Choosing your 

additional subjects



Languages Science Humanities Business Technology

French

Spanish

Biology

Physics

Chemistry

Computer

Science

Ag Science

Art

Home Ec

Music

History

Geography

Religion

Politics & 

Society

Business

Economics

Accounting

Construction

DCG

Technology

Engineering



Where to find information

 Information on all of these subjects can be found in the subject 

choice booklet

 We have also held a subject options fair in the canteen 

 Students should carefully read about each subject – don’t make 

presumptions!

 Talk to subject teachers (email info@ardgillancc.ie or speak to the 

teacher directly)

 Talk to career guidance teacher

mailto:info@ardgillancc.ie


Remember when choosing subjects...

1. What do you like?

2. What are you good at?

3. What do you NEED? 



Courses that need a science 

subject

SCIENCE

ENGINEERING*

MEDICINE*

DENTISTRY*

VETERINARY*

PHARMACY*

PHYSIOTHERAPY

RADIOGRAPHY

NURSING

NAVAL CADETS

ARCHITECTURE

OCCUP. THERAPY

SPEECH THERAPY

SPORTS SCIENCE

MED LAB SCIENCE

DIETETICS

OPTOMETRY

PRODUCTION MGT.

INDUSTRIAL DESIGN

INFO. TECH.



Specific Requirements of Courses

Where to go for Information?

www.careersportal.ie

www.qualifax.ie

www.CAO.ie (Handbook)

http://www.qualifax.ie/
http://www.qualifax.ie/
http://www.qualifax.ie/


NOTE!

 Ultimately we want each of our students to do the best leaving certificate 

they can possibly do.

 Therefore as a general rule we don’t encourage students to take on a subject 

they have not studied at JC.

 If you are considering this please speak to a teacher of that subject.

 Look at your JC results and consider what are the subjects that can 

potentially get you the most points.,

 Be careful of subject combinations e.g two science subjects



Keeping all Options Open

 English

 Irish 

 Maths

 A Third Language

 A Science Subject

 2 additional Subjects



Key points!

 What does the student like and what is the student good

at? (To maximise your points!) 

 What is essential for a possible career? Do I need

science? 

 Is there a balance between Arts, Sciences, Business?

 What may be desirable for a possible career?



What happens next?

Students must list their choices in 

order of preference.



Option Subjects for 5th Year 2023-2024

Students will continue to study their Modern Foreign Language and THREE Option Subjects for their 

Leaving Certificate.

In order to try and set the timetable to facilitate as many students’ preference as possible, please indicate your 

child’s preferences on the Vsware App (1=most preferred, 8=least preferred) by Friday 24th March 2023.

Modern Foreign Language: Please indicate the Language your child studied up to Junior Cycle:

- - French or Spanish

- Option Subjects: Please indicate your child’s preferences 1 – 8

- - Accounting

- - Agricultural Science

- - Art

- - Biology

- - Business

- - Chemistry

- - Computer Science

- - Construction Studies

- - Design and Communication Graphics

- - Economics

- - Engineering

- - Geography

- - History

- - Home Economics

- - Music

- - Physics

- - Politics and Society

- - Religious Education

- -Technology









Useful websites

❖www.careersportal.ie

❖www.cao.ie

❖www.ucas.ac.uk

❖www.qualifax.ie

http://www.careersportal.ie/
http://www.cao.ie/
http://www.ucas.ac.uk
http://www.qualifax.ie/
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